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The National Agrarian Reform and Colonization Institute (INCRA) has 1.14 trillion cruzeiros
(approximately US$259 million) to spend in 1992 on settling 50,000 households on farm land. Thus
far this year, only 20,000 households have benefited from the government's National Agrarian
Reform Program. INCRA president Renato Simplicio said the Senate must approve enabling
legislation for Articles 184 and 1985 of the 1988 constitution in order for the agency's work to
proceed. The Chamber of Deputies has already approved the legislation. Simplicio pointed out
that only 700,000 ha. are available for redistribution, and new expropriations are not possible due
to rulings by the Supreme Court (Supremo Tribunal Federal). Recent expropriations, which meet
requirements defined in the constitution have been challenged by landowners, and subsequently
annulled by the Supreme Court. Simplicio added that in the absence of enabling legislation, such
annullments will continue. According to Simplicio, land occupations and violence in the countryside
have declined this year. However, INCRA statistics show that nearly 12,000 households are currently
engaged in land occupations, mainly in Rio Grande do Sul, Sao Paulo, Goias and Mato Grosso
states. On July 20, the Jornal do Brasil reported that in Bahia state, about 2,000 landless rural workers
commenced a 109 km. march from Feira de Santana to Salvador, to protest hunger and violence in
the countryside. Demonstrators said they wanted to alert the public to the fact that land conflicts in
the state have reached record levels. Statistics by the Agricultural Workers Federation (Federacao
dos Trabalhadores na Agricultura-FETAG) indicate that 120,000 rural workers are unemployed. Of
employed workers, 92% do not have a contract, and 50% earn less than the minimum wage. The
march in Bahia was coordinated by the United Workers Confederation (CUT), the Landless Workers
Movement (Movimento dos Trabalhadores Sem-Terra), and the Bahia division of FETAG. On July
27, Justice Minister Celio Borja and Agriculture Minister Antonio Cabrera said the government
is committed to accelerating the agrarian reform process in order to meet the 50,000 household
settlement target for 1992. Of the total, 36,000 would be resettled in areas characterized by ongoing
conflict over land use. Cabrera said the 50,000 are concentrated in the Bico do Papagaio area (north
of Tocantins, southern region of Para and Maranhao states), and in Parana and Mato Grosso states.
Borja asserted that the administration will attempt to push forward Senate debate in order to see
the necessary enabling legislation approved. The two ministers met after evaluating a report by the
Comissao de Combate a Violencia no Campo, an affiliate of the National Human Rights Defense
Council (Conselho Nacional de Defesa dos Direitos da Pessoa Humana-CDDPH). According to
the commission, impunity and the absence of a policy to settle landless agricultural workers are
the principal causes of violence in the countryside. Cabrera said the government intends to settle
400,000 households on agricultural plots before the end of President Fernando Collor de Mello's
tenure. [Sources: Jornal do Brasil, 07/20/92, 07/28/92; O Estado de Sao Paulo, Jornal do Comercio
(Brazil), 07/28/92]
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